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BOOK EEVIEWS 

Das SeeJcriegsrecht nach der Londoner Declaration vom 26 Februar 

1909. Dr. Theodor Niemeyer. Berlin: J. Guttentag. 1910. 
pp. 39. 

Die Kriegslconterbande in der Beliandlung des Instituts filr inter- 
national?^ Recht und nach der Londoner Eklarung iiber das Seelc- 
riegsrecht. Dr. Otto Beckenkamp. Breslau: M. & H. Marcus. 

1910. pp. viii, 128. 

These are two more of the many discussions which have been stimu- 
lated by the formulation of the principles of maritime international law 
by the International Naval Conference at London in 1908-9. 

The little pamphlet of Professor Niemeyer is a resume of two dis- 
courses. The efforts toward the establishment of an international prize 
court and the relations of the Hague Convention of 1907 to the Declara- 
tion of London of 1909 are explained. The main provisions of the 
Declaration are discussed. The application of the rules proposed at The 
Hague and at London receives attention. In the few pages Dr. Niemeyer 
gives in convenient form the main points in the recent development of 
maritime international law. 

The longer hook of Dr. Beckenkamp reviews the work of the Institute 
of International Law in building up the rules of contraband. The 
author points with pride to the contributions which the Germans have 
made to these efforts of the Institute. He shows the relation of the 
propositions before the Institute from time to time since 1873. The 
difficulties which naturally arose from the attempt to include under con- 
traband what is now recognized under the term " unneutral service " are 
made clear. The question as to whether the carriage of contraband is a 
delict or simply a commercial risk was one to receive much considera- 
tion before it was decided to be the latter so far as public law was con- 
cerned. The able arguments of Perels and of Kleen receive particular 
attention. Dr. Beckenkamp regards the attainment of a unified opinion 
upon the law of contraband as one of the greatest advances in modern 
international law. 

Twenty pages of appendices contain illustrative material. The appen- 
dices and text afford a view of the course of development in the direction 

of a conventional law for contraband. 

Geo. G. Wilson. 



